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well as the junior Senator from Rhode 
Island and the senior Senator from 
Minnesota. There is the chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee, Senator 
GRASSLEY, who worked to move this 
bill quickly out of committee by voice 
vote. 

I also thank the many Senators who 
worked with the bill managers to proc-
ess the kinds of amendments both sides 
agreed would make this bill even bet-
ter. That includes the senior Senators 
from Iowa and California, whose 
amendment would aid in targeting ille-
gal drug importation. It includes the 
senior Senator from West Virginia, 
whose amendment will build upon edu-
cation and awareness efforts in an ef-
fort to underline the dangers of opioid 
abuse. It includes the junior Senator 
from Pennsylvania, whose amendment 
would allow Medicare Advantage and 
Part D plans to implement a prescrip-
tion drug abuse prevention tool, a tool 
similar to what is already available 
and used in Kentucky in the Medicaid 
Program and in private plans. 

The bipartisan collaboration we have 
seen thus far shows what we can 
achieve on behalf of the American peo-
ple when we work together toward im-
portant shared priorities. The passage 
of CARA would bring us one step closer 
to ending prescription opioid and her-
oin addiction and overdose, so let’s 
keep working together to pass it. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FILLING THE SUPREME COURT 
VACANCY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Repub-
lican leader and I have worked to-
gether in leadership capacities in the 
Senate for almost 20 years. He has been 
the whip and I was the whip. I was ma-
jority leader, he was minority leader, 
and vice versa. My presentations the 
last few weeks do not take away from 
the fact that MITCH MCCONNELL and I 
are friends. We have worked together 
for a long time, and we have done our 
best to move the Senate forward. But 
that does not take away from my need 
as a Senator to pronounce publicly 
when he and I disagree. So I want to 
make sure the record is reflective of 
that. 

As each day passes, the Republican 
leader continues to transform his cau-
cus into the party of Donald Trump. 
That is not good. You can see it in the 
Republicans’ rhetoric. The Senators 
are using increasingly extreme and dis-
turbing language in defending their un-
precedented obstruction of President 
Obama’s Supreme Court nominee, who 
yet is unnamed. 

The assistant Republican leader said 
the President’s eventual nominee ‘‘will 
bear some resemblance to a pinata.’’ 
We talked about, in the past, what a pi-

nata is. He is comparing a Supreme 
Court nominee to a children’s party 
favor that gets smashed repeatedly 
with a baseball bat or something simi-
lar to a baseball bat. That is nothing 
more than a thinly veiled threat from 
Senator CORNYN, serving notice on the 
coming assault on the President’s 
nominee. 

We should not forget that we don’t 
know who this nominee will be. We 
know nothing about this person, 
whether it is a man or a woman, edu-
cated at Harvard or Stanford or the 
University of Utah or the University of 
New Mexico. We don’t know. But the 
Republican leader doesn’t care who the 
eventual nominee is. It appears that is 
the case. He doesn’t want his Senators 
to care either. All he cares about is ap-
peasing the Trump wing of the party— 
which is getting pretty big—and 
Trump’s radical followers. 

After all, this is the same Republican 
leader who yesterday again refused to 
distance himself from Donald Trump. 
He refused to condemn his hateful cam-
paign for President. Instead, he pledged 
to support the Republican nominee. It 
is really shocking to see this trans-
formation. Republicans have not al-
ways been this irrational and vicious. 

Even Senator CORNYN used to know 
better. During Justice Alito’s con-
firmation hearings, the then-junior 
Senator from Texas was also talking 
about pinatas as he decried personal 
attacks on Supreme Court nominees. 
Here is what he said: 

I’m happy Judge Alito survived these un-
warranted attacks. I’m also sorry that his 
family had to be subjected to them, as well. 
At some point, however, we as a committee 
will need to come to terms with our con-
firmation process. The current regime treats 
Supreme Court nominees more like pinatas 
than human beings. And that’s something 
none of us should be willing to tolerate. 

The Republican whip gave this pinata 
talk the day the Senate Judiciary 
Committee approved the Alito nomina-
tion. Now that President Obama is the 
one putting forth a Supreme Court 
nominee, it seems the assistant Repub-
lican leader is willing to tolerate, even 
promote, these ‘‘unwarranted attacks’’ 
he once denounced. Why the change? 
The answer is very simple: The senior 
Senator from Texas, like every other 
member of his caucus, is simply obey-
ing the Republican leader’s orders as 
he leads them to become the party of 
Trump, the caucus of Trump, the con-
ference of Trump. This is the path the 
Republican leader has chosen for his 
party—a path of demagoguery and 
lapsed constitutional duties, a path 
which he forged and which led to the 
rise of Donald Trump. I do not under-
stand why so many of my Republican 
colleagues are blindly following this 
path down a very bumpy road. Where 
are the moderate Republicans—how-
ever few there may be—who see that 
they are being used by the Republican 
leader to appease the Trump wing of 
the party? Where are the voices of rea-
son from within the Republican caucus 
who will take a stand against this un-
precedented dereliction of duty? 

Keep in mind, a decade ago the Sen-
ator from Texas was decrying a Repub-
lican nominee being treated like a pi-
nata. Now, fast-forward 10 years, and 
he is saying: I am going to make a pi-
nata out of whoever it is, even though 
they don’t know who it is. 

I know there have to be some mod-
erate Republicans, or Republicans, be-
cause outside of this building, there are 
Republicans urging their colleagues to 
forgo this ludicrous obstruction. 

A person I enjoyed working with 
right here, a very conservative Senator 
from Mississippi, Trent Lott, was the 
majority leader, and I worked with him 
very closely. He was a conservative, I 
repeat, but he was very pragmatic. 
Yesterday or the day before, he la-
mented his party’s handling of the Su-
preme Court vacancy. Here is what he 
said: 

I probably would’ve handled it differently. 
My attitude, particularly on the Supreme 
Court, was that elections do have con-
sequences, sometimes bad, and I tried to lean 
toward being supportive of the president’s 
nominees, Democrat or Republican. 

That is how we should do things 
around here. It was the standard that if 
a President put forward a nominee and 
that person did not have some ethical 
problems and was basically qualified, 
we would take care of that. There is no 
better example of that than Clarence 
Thomas. I didn’t vote for Clarence 
Thomas. I wish he hadn’t gotten 
enough votes. But we did not stop that 
matter from going forward. He just 
barely made it. He got 52 votes. But 
there was no filibuster. He was nomi-
nated by a Republican President. The 
President liked him. On paper, he was 
qualified. He was a graduate of Yale 
Law School. But that isn’t how they 
are doing things around here anymore. 

What Trent Lott said—he is not 
alone. Former Republican Senator 
from Indiana—someone we all liked a 
lot—Dick Lugar is urging Senate Re-
publicans to do the right thing and 
honor their constitutional duty. Here 
is what he said: 

I can understand their reluctance given the 
controversy that surrounds all of the debate 
that has already occurred. But that is not 
sufficient reason to forgo your duty. 

What Richard Lugar is saying is: Do 
your jobs. You have a constitutional 
obligation to do that. 

Those are two quotes I just gave from 
strong Republican leaders telling Sen-
ate Republicans to do their jobs. So 
why won’t they? Of the six nomina-
tions made to vacancies that have ex-
isted during Presidential election years 
since 1900—more than 100 years ago— 
each of the six has been confirmed by 
the Senate. That is what the Senate 
has done in the past and should do now. 

I say to my friends across the aisle: 
Listen to reason. Heed your constitu-
tional duties. Listen to what the Amer-
ican people are saying. They are not 
taking a popular stand. It is wrong. 
Don’t fall on your sword for Donald 
Trump and his kind. Don’t sacrifice 
your integrity as a Senator. Stand up 
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